‘ .
‘ Advancement Education j

|l BSA %
N\ rx—\/ Prepared. For Life.

Merit Badge
Counseling

Jim Krempel

/:,
(R ’:i;.:y ‘:,\\‘
A @ \ V4
—) &
7 N\t

4R Merit Badge Counselor Coordinator W,
ewokscout@Verizon.net
410-551-9889

hwww.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-and-awards/merit-badges/

A\
@ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA Prepared. For Life’


mailto:ewokscout@Verizon.net

Merit Badges:
Thelr Role iIn Advancement

B Merit badges are integral to Scout advancement

B Any registered Scout may earn them at any time,
Including qualified Venturers and Sea Scouts

B Merit badges are required for Star, Life, and Eagle
B Atotal of 21 must be earned for the Eagle rank

B Thirteen specific badges are required for Eagle
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Broad Range of Subjects

Currently 136 Merit Badges in 14 subject areas:

Agribusiness Personal development
Arts and crafts Physical science
Business and industry Professions
Communic.ations m'? Public service
Conservation X Sports

Hobbies Trades

Natural science Transportation

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.0.1
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Benefits of Merit Badges

B Contribution to the aims of Scouting:
citizenship, character, and fithess

Development of confidence,
self-reliance, and social skills

Practical, life skills
Physical fithess and healthy lifestyles

Exposure to contemporary issues

Exposure to career and hobby choices

Exposure to positive role models: YOU!

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.0.1

) 1 ah - ®
Sé,fu BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA W Prepared. For Life.




The 2019 nEagl e Requl
(Silver Ringed)

Camping

Citizenship in the Community
Citizenship in the Nation

Citizenship in the World

Communication

Cooking

Family Life

First Aid

Emergency Preparedness OR Lifesaving
Environmental Science OR Sustainability
Personal Fithess

Personal Management

Swimming OR Hiking OR Cycling

X X X X X X X X X X X X X
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Merit Badge Fun Facts

Number of Merit Badges offered by BSA: 136

Number of Merit Badges offered in the District: 136

Most earned Merit Badges in BSA: First Aid and Swimming

Least earned Merit Badge in BSA: American Business and Bugling
Number of registered Merit Badge Counselors in 4R District: ~400
Number of Entries in District Database: ~3500

Average number of Merit Badges offered per 4R Counselor: 9

Most Merit Badges Offered by a single District Counselor: 68
Most offered Merit Badges in 4R District: Citizenships, Communication

Least offered Merit Badges in 4R District: Paper & Pulp (1), Veterinary Sci (2)
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EAGLE REQUIRED

Merit Badge

Rank Merit Badge 2018 earned

1 First Aid 69,565 F u n F a C t S

2 swimming 62,796

3 Citizenship in the World 55,843

4 Environmental Science 54,237

5 Citizenship in the Nation 52,944 B SA 2 O 1 8 TO Te n B ad es

6 Communication 51,541 p g

7 Cooking 50,185

8 Camping 49,893

9 Citizenship in the Community 49,863 ELECTIVE

10 Personal Fitness 49,600
Rank Merit Badge 2018 earned
1 Fingerprinting 38,239
2 Rifle Shooting 37,695
3 Archery 34,487
4 Leatherwork 33,740
5 Wood Carving 31,910
6 Kayaking 31,362
7 Wilderness Survival 29,392
8 Chess 28,260
9 Canoeing 26,094
10 Fishing 24,688
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Merit Badge Fun Facts
BSA Least Earned Badges in 2018

Rank Merit Badge 2018 earned
128 Composite Materials 1,646
129 Landscape Architecture 1,495
130 Gardening 1,428
131 Drafting 1,231
132 Journalism 1,153
133 American Labor 1,109
134 Surveying 1,065
135 Stamp Collecting 836
136 (tie) American Business 551
136 (tie) Bugling 551
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Qualifications to Become a
Merit Badge Counselor
At least 18 years of age

Good character i BSA Background Check

Current Youth Protection Training

Knowledge in the subject area through:
vocation, education, training, hobby, or practical expertise

Good rapport with Scout-age youth and leaders

An MBC candidate does not need a Scouting background
nor registration in any other Scouting position

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.1
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Registering as a Merit Badge Counselor

B Even if already registered with BSA, every counselor must submit a no-fee
BSA Adult Application for the positi ol
A Does not effect current Scouting position registration(s)
A Scouters already registered in another BSA position do not have to show
Social Security Number on their Application

| Merit Badge Counselor is a District position
A District Database reflects individual counselors by unit and badges offered
A A counselor may choose to teach only in their home unit
A Scouters may register outside a unit as a District-l e v e | (hn4R0O0) ¢

B Approval of merit badge counselors is the responsibility of the District
Advancement Committee, not the unit
A District works with Unit Merit Badge Coordinators as a practical courtesy

B Counselors are approved by Council on behalf of BSAT added to BSA National
Database
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Forms Needed to Register as a
Merit Badge Counselor

Boy Scouts of Ameri
Bov scou's OF AMERICA MERITBAD?’E:g:NSS‘;LOHfNr:;HMATION
ADULT APPLICATION
Name® Primary phona* OHome OCell Clwork

. Address* Othar phone* OHome OCell COWork
The mission of the Boy Scouts . i )
of America is to prepare young Otherphone’  [lHoma [1Cell Dlwork
people to make ethical and Email address* 1 do not have emsil. Age

moral choices over their lifetimes District Unit: [JTroop [JTeam []Crew  []SnipNo. BSAID

by instilling in them the values
of the Scout Qath and Scout Law. 11 am not affiliated with a district. 11 am not affiliated with a unit

*Required fisld. Primary phone and email address indicate how Scouts should contact you.

To qualify as a merit badge counselor, you must As a merit badge counselor, | agree to
« DBe at least 18 years old and of good character. « Follow the requirements of the merit badge, making no

B registered with the Boy Scouts of America (position coda 42). deletions or additions, ensuring that the advancement
Complete Youth Protaction iraining standards are fair and uniform for all Scouts.

Be recognized as having the skills and education in the meit " HzteaIScm‘Jt am_ompamadbyh\s buddy during all
badge subjects covered and hold any required qualifications Insiuctional Sessions.

In a Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, Varsity Scout team, Venturing crew, or Sea Scout ship—or in any position in a district or
council —your participation is a service to your community and helps youth become better citizens.

P

As members of the Boy Scouts of America, high-quality adult leaders are important role models for youth. This application helps .
the chartered organization to select qualified leaders to serve as volunteers. Thank you for completing this application in full. gﬁfg%ﬂﬁjﬂﬁ:;ﬁg iﬁzigﬁo:;m orthe " gz‘:‘:;n rﬂ;hl:;l :gm;z:;"ff:g::; continu as a mert
See instructions on the inside cover. + Ba able o wark with Scout-age boys badge counsslor.
Merit B: Add (&) For each merit badge, list qualification(s) that support your request.
For more than eignman'! badges, Drop (D) Qualifications mz.fq‘fmfuaa colege dag\_fes_ls. t:mva_.'{mnng certificates,
BY SUBMITTING THIS APPLICATION YOU ARE AUTHORIZING Youth Protection Training e e e posiions held and specic ife
A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK OF YOURSELF. All applicants for membership are required to complete 2:
THIS CHECK WILL BE MADE FROM PUBLIC RECORD SOURCES. Y°Uf_h P‘;°tect'g"b"fam'"9 fefge Subm'“'"gt‘r:“s " 3
application and before volunteer service with you
YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO begins. It is available online at www.scouting.org and ;
REVIEW AND CHALLENGE ANY ADVERSE each local council provides training to leaders on B'
INFORMATION DISCLOSED BY THE CHECK. aregular basis throughout the year. 7
For more information, refer to the back of B
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A COPY OF YOUR CRIMINAL BACKGROUND this application -
REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOGAL COUNCIL OFFIGE : A = Adding a new merit badige that you will counsel 1o the roster. D= Ramouing your name from the roster for this ment badge.
Complete the following:

[ This is a new application (first time to register as a merit badge counsalor).
Attach this form to the BSA Adult Application, indicating position code 42.

o [ Thisis an update to an existing list of merit badge subjects. —
BQY SCOUTS OF AMERICA [ Ino longer wish to serve as a marit badge counselor. Council Approval:
524-501A ° 510 Yfouth Protection training data Namsa (print).
(Atiach copy of the current certicate.) Position
| agree to work with: Date

No-fee Adult Leader Application 0 Moo

Counselors are encouragedto be available to work withany Scout inany wnit.

SSN not required for those already registered with BS| oo meem s s
Use Position Code 42 (Merit Badge Counselor) s -
Sign Both Pages
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MERIT BADGE COUNSELOR INFORMATION FORM

Name
Address
District / Unit

Email
BSA ID Number

Phone(s)

Merit Badges Offered (ADD/DROP)
Brief description of qualification to teach each badge:

RIFLE SHOOTING
COIN COLLECTING
SCHOLARSHIP
EMERGENCY PREP
SCUBA

Military; NRA Rifle Instructor*
Lifetime Hobby

Teacher

Volunteer Firefighter

PADI Qualified Instructor*

NEW or RENEWAL

YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING DATE

Counselor Indicates whether they want to teach:

V ALL SCOUTS (automatic for all BSA registered MBC)
V ANY SCOUT IN THE DISTRICT or

V ONLY SCOUTS IN THEIR HOME TROOP/CREW
Sign and date

INFO INPUT INTO DISTRICT MBC DATABASE
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Boy Scouts of America
MERIT BADGE COUNSELOR INFORMATION

(Please type or print legibly |

?

OHome [Ccer [Owom

Primary phone*
Addross’ Othar phone [OHoma [JCer [JWork
Chy'stata/np” Cthar phone [OHome [JCek [Jwork
Emal addrens” 11 o not have amal Age
District unk [Clmoop [CJwam [JCrew [CIship No BSAID

11 am not aMiated with a dstict 11 am not amiated weh o und.

‘Roquirod fisid.  Primary phona and emall addross Indicate how Scouts should contact you.
Toqt‘y-lmmgocmdaywmn uaMbqocmdal -]

« Boul cast 18 yoars old and of good chamcter. Follow Te requirements of tha mert badgs, making no
« Bo regsiored wilh tha Boy Scouts of Amanca (postion code 42).
« Comgpiete Youth Protoction tmining
» B recognizod as hawing thae skils and ecducation In the mert

badge subjects covarad and hold any roguined

and Irining as cutinad I the Guide 1o Safe Soauting or the

Guide 1o Advancomant—of use ohers 5o qualfod

daistions or addiions, ensarng thal tho advancemeant
siancards are fur and unform for ol Scouts.

» Have a Sooct accompaniod by Ris buddy durng all
nstructional sessions.

» Kacp my Youth Protection training curmsnt.
« Fonow my registrution annualy £ 1 plan 10 contnus as & maet

« Bo ubic 10 work with Scout-ago boys. badge counsalor
Mortt Bacges Add {A) For oach maelt badge, st qualification|s) that suppoet your roquast.
For mom than aight mart badges Orop (D) Qualtcations could Incude aol . bomal g con'fir oS

aftach agdfional shoats _positions held. g PO 1D SPLtICaE.

PINI N IM|BIN]-

A =Addng 2 mow mart teamp Vel you Wl coansal 1o e sk D = Ramowrg pour meme fom he rostar bribks mart eam

Compisto the foliowing:

1 This & 2 now appication (irst Himes 1o fgsier a5 @ mork badgs counsskor)
Amnch this form 1o the BEA Acul Applcation, Indicating position codo 42.

O This & an update 10 an axisting st of mant tadge subjects.

[ 1 no longaer wish 1 50rve as & mert Hadge counsalor. Councli Approval:
Youth Protoction training dalo Nama (peing)
(Allnch ogpy of the curart canfice!a | Fostion ’ .

Dato

1 agre 1o work wih:
O A1 Scouts

0 AnScouts inthose districts:

(] omnm&oushmmmauammwlm otr.nw]
Coursoloss aro ancoumgod 10 Do v o 10 wosk with any Scout n any unt

[0 1 pian o seeve as a mort badge counsalor kor this ovont or otsideorgantzaion:
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Special Certifications and Training

Specific certification is required for + American
certain merit badges # ) RedCross

Archery,
Canoeing,
Climbing,
Kayaking,
Lifesaving
Rifle Shooting
Rowing
Scuba Diving,
Shotgun Shooting
Snow Sports
Swimming
Whitewater.

Too To T J>o Bo To T o Do T o Do

For these badges, a counselor must hold the specific
certification or work directly with someone who does

ALL activities must comply with The Guide to Safe Scouting
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http://www.redcross.org/

Current
Youth Protection Training

@1 BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA,

Sign in to MyScouting New to MyScouting?

Croate an account to*
User Name: |
Password » wke Youth Protection and othar BSA tralning
* access und, detnel. and council Tools
® ragister for events
® keep in touch with membecs and alumm
Forgot your Liser Namne of passwerg?
Freauent 3 quoation *Some of thess 10043 reQuis 3 Mamber 1D

Sgnin Create an account

This page s not intended 1of USers under 13 years of 308 JamBoree youm regisyaton must e completed Dy & parent Of QUArdan Iom e parent of QUardian's
NyScodting account For a detaded privacy policy, dick Bhe Privacy Policy ink below Foe best pecformance, use interne! Explorer 7.0 & above o¢ FreFor 30 & above

e

www.myscouting.org

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.1
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Submitting MBC Registrations

Typically sent through Unit Merit Badge Coordinator, Advancement Chair, or Committee Chair

o T o

To I

This is standard for for adults affiliated with a unit, but not required
Qualified adults may submit registrations individually to District Advancement Committee
A Merit Badge Counselor is not required to serve in any other Scouting position

Complete no-fee Adult Leader App (2 signatures) and MB Counselor Information Form
Youth Protection Training must be current

The Rapid Way: use digital forms, scan signed forms, submit via email ewokscout@verizon.net

Too T o T Do

Ot
A
A
A
A

| mmedi ate review and entry into District Databas
Forwarded immediately to Council Registrar

By-name status tracking and follow-up if needed

If forms are complete and signed, processing usually completed in less than a week

District Database immediately updated on BSA/BAC approval and the Unit/Scouter notified

her Alternatives:

Paper copes given to District Executive

Paper copies dropped off at Dorsey Rd. Scout Shop

Paper copies dropped off at BAC Shapiro Scout Center

Paper copies postal mailed to Baltimore Area Council (slowest method)

Please email a copy of MB Counselor Information Form to District to allow posting and tracking!

&% | BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA Prepared. For Life.’

Ced)


mailto:ewokscout@verizon.net

Unit
Merit Badge Counselor

Coordinator

V Advises Unit MBC candidates on process

V Reviews Unitevel MBC applications

V Forwards MBC application packets to District
V Tracks applications being processed

V Notifies Unit Scouters of approval

V Maintains Unit MBC List

V Serves as Unit reference for available MBC
V Monitors Youth Protection Training status

4R District
Merit Badge Counselor
Coordinator

V Advises Uni#tevel MBC Coordinators
V Reviews Applications for Advancement Committeg
V Approves candidate for processing
V Adds to District Merit Badge Counselor Database
A Contact information
A Merit Badges offered
A Unit-only or Districtwide offering
V Forwards to Council Registrar
V Tracks applications being processed
V Notifies Unit contact or Scouter of approval
V Maintains District MBC Database

@4 BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Registration

Coordination

Baltimore Area Council
Registrar

V Background Check (if not already BSA registered)
V Confirms or establishes BSA Registration

V Confirms current Youth Protection Training

V Registers in BSA National database as Code 42
V Approves the Counselor as a registered MBC

V Notifies District MBC Coordinator

V Renews current MBC annually on August 1

The Council Registrar supports ALL
registrations/advancements for Eight Districts!

Prepared. For Life’



Once BSA registers you as an MBC

Troop MBC coordinator and/or Scouter is notified

The District Database is updated
A Reflects Unit-Only or District-wide as a courtesy

You may offer the badges for which you are qualified for
to ANY reqistered Scout

Add/drop Merit Badges, change Troop/District level, or remove yourself

from the list with an email to District ewokscout@verizon.net

A Please send through your Troop MBC Coordinator, if applicable

A To add or drop badges, please use the MBC Counselor Information Form
A Specialized training certifications still apply for adding certain badges

Annual renewal of registered counselors by Council is automatic
on August 1 as long as Youth Protection Training is current

\éu%/ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA Prepared. For Life’




4R Merit Badge Counselor Initiatives

Adding new and re-registering expired Merit Badge Counselors (ongoing)
Checking Merit Badge Madness counselor status (as requested)

Answering Troop, Scouter, or Scout questions (as requested)
A Who is current in my unit and what MB are they offering?
A Who is offering a given Merit Badge?
A What Badges am | signed up to offer?

Publishing MBC List on District Website (password protected)
A Alphabetic by MB for District-wide counselors
A Numerical by Unit for Troop-only counselors
A Individual home addresses not shown

Reconciling long-expired District Database entries (Gerry Miller)

Reconciling existing Troop MBC Rosters (ongoing)
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Merit Badge Counselor Points of Contact

District Merit Badge Counselor Coordinator
Jim Krempel ewokscout@Verizon.net 410-551-9889
Doug Sweely hds@ieee.net (backup)

Purging/updating long-expired Merit Badge project
Gerry Miller gerrymillerll@gmail.com 443-223-3231

District Executive
Josh Whitehead jwhitehead@baltimorebsa.org 443-573-2536

District Advancement Committee Chairperson
Amanda Smith smithrus825@msn.com 443-618-8819

Council Registrar i please work through District Executive
Kathy Hull khull@baltimorebsa.org 443-573-2513
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The Merit Badge Process

Recommended Merit Badge Process

O A N =

© ™ N O

10.
11.
12.

The Scout develops an interest in a merit badge and may begin working on the requirements.

The Scout and unit leader discuss the Scout’s interest in the merit badge.

The unit leader signs a blue card and provides the Scout with at least one counselor contact.

The Scout contacts the counselor.

The counselor considers any work toward requirements completed prior to the initial discussion with
the unit leader.

The Scout, the Scout’s buddy, and the counselor meet (often several times).

The Scout finishes the requirements.

The counselor approves completion.

The Scout returns the signed blue card to the unit leader, who signs the applicant record section of the
blue card.

The unit leader gives the Scout the applicant record.

The unit reports completion of the merit badge.

The Scout receives the merit badge.

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.3.0
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Application for Merit Badge
The ABlue Cardo

B APPLICATION FOR

U_nit Leader | have discussed || . "=
signhature: this merit badge | =
B Required for Scouts to with this Scout
work with counselors and recommended
s . at least one merit
B Does not indicate unit .
badge Counselor i ﬁ‘BOYSCOUTSOFAMERICA

leader approval
B Evidence of discussion between unit leader and Scout

B Indicates a registered counselor has been recommended
B Not required for Scout to get started on requirements

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.0.2
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How to find a Qualified Merit Badge Counselor

List of current qualified Counselors within your Troop
A Ask Troop MBC Coordinator, Advancement Chair, or Committee Chair

Check District Website

A http://www.baltimorebsa.org/home/42952
AClick on AAdvancemento T
A Download Merit Badge Counselor List (password)

Ask District Advancement Committee
District Merit Badge Counselor Coordinator
Jim Krempel ewokscout@verizon.net 410-551-9889

Ask our District Executive
Josh Whitehead jwhitehead@baltimorebsa.org 443-573-2536
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Application for Merit Badge
The Blue Card T Front Side

Information for Applicant fr 1) APPLICATION FOR

= A merit badge application can be roved
e e o L PRl MERIT BADGE
« You must have a buddy with you (Scout
buddy system) at each meeting with the merit

initial

Name

badge counselor.

= Turn in your approved application to your unit
leader. You will be awarded the merit badge
emblem and certificate at a suitable occasion.

Information for Counselor

* Merit badge applications must be signed in
advance by the applicant's unit leader.

» The Scout must have his buddy (Scout buddy

ystem) in attend; atallir i i

= You may not change any requirement, but you may
share your knowledge or experience that will make
the coL ing more ing and

City

gz:ydss:z:d O Varsity Scout ] Venturer e S C O ut S

of No.
TT00p, 18am, crew, ship

information

Council

Initial No. and letter approval

Wi
this Scout and recommended at least one:
merit badge counselor.

34

T
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Date Signature of unit leader

Requirement Dateof | Counselor | Requirement Date of | Counselor

No. and letter | approval

Counselor records and initials completed requirements

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.0.2
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Application for Merit Badge
The Blue Card i Reverse Side

Counselor s Ee=ate gl i

information == " | e

Counselorsigns | 7. mwi, . e

In two places _>tT_";L—_I{"j' | = bt Unit
once all is (—)<— leader s
equirements  [EEEEERENEE I socond
are complete B =k signature

34124.ndd 1 T @181z 1040 AM |

IVERo[e[SRRp[SNOLI[8N  1/3 goes to Scout 1/3 goes to the
as application for  B{el#dShEIAE (M MB Counselor s
the badge records

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.0.2
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Completing the Partial Blue Card

B The merit badge counselor records and initials the
front of the card in the middle section as each
requirement is completed.

B The back of the card is not signed in either place until
all requirements are fulfilled.

B Partials do not expire as long as the Scout is a
registered youth member (normally to age 18).

B Acceptinga partial isatthefollow-up counsel c
discretion.

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.3.3
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Once It s Earned, It s Earned

A Scout who has earned a merit badge
from a registered and approved counselor

by actually and personally fulfilling the
requirements as written, will have met the
purpose of the merit badge program and
the contributions to the aims of Scouting.
The badge is his to keep and count.

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.4.6
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